
 

FAQs​
 

What is the TiE Young Entrepreneurs (TYE) program? 

​​ TiE Young Entrepreneurs (TYE) is a global program designed for high school 
students in grades 9-12. Its core purpose is to inspire, challenge, and empower 
these students to become the next generation of entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and changemakers. The program provides a real-world, hands-on, and 
experiential learning environment where participants learn entrepreneurship, 
invention, and innovation by actively doing, rather than just studying theory. 
Established in TiE Boston in 2005, TYE has expanded significantly and is now 
operational in 25 TiE Chapters worldwide, making it one of the largest young 
students' entrepreneurship programs globally, conducted by TiE, the world's 
largest network of entrepreneurs. 

​​  
Who is TiE Global and what is its connection to TYE? 

​​ TiE Global is a prominent nonprofit organization founded in Silicon Valley in 
1992, dedicated to supporting entrepreneurs across all stages of their journey. 
With a large network of 12,000 members, including over 3,500 charter members 
who are accomplished business leaders and entrepreneurs, TiE operates 66 
chapters in 12 countries. Its mission is to foster entrepreneurship through various 
avenues like mentoring, networking, education, funding, and incubation, with a 
strong emphasis on giving back to the community and nurturing future 
entrepreneurs. The TiE Young Entrepreneurs (TYE) program is a specific 
initiative of TiE Global aimed at extending its entrepreneurial support and 
educational efforts to high school students, leveraging the expertise and network 
of its members. 

​​  
What is the purpose and what do students learn in the TYE program? 

​​ The TYE program serves multiple purposes aimed at cultivating entrepreneurial 
skills and mindsets in young individuals. Students participate in an instructional 
phase to acquire fundamental entrepreneurial knowledge, followed by a business 
plan competition where they develop and present their original business ideas. 
The program encourages and nurtures the next generation of entrepreneurs and 
provides a platform for adult participants, likely TiE members, to contribute to the 
community by guiding aspiring young entrepreneurs. Through a rigorous 
business curriculum and direct interaction with startup founders and industry 



 

experts, students learn practical aspects of turning ideas into real startups or 
small businesses, including innovation and using tools like the Lean Canvas. Key 
learning areas include Design Thinking, Idea Validation, Customer Discovery, 
Rapid Prototyping, Startup Math, Storytelling, and Pitch Presentation. The 
program aims to spur economic growth by empowering young individuals to 
become problem-solvers and purpose-driven entrepreneurs. 

​​  
What is the structure and time commitment for the TYE program? 

​​ The TYE program follows a structured curriculum that typically spans about 9 
months. For example, the TiE Singapore cohort runs from September to April. 
The curriculum is divided into phases: Phase 1 (Crawl) focuses on 
entrepreneurial and leadership skills education (Sep-Nov), Phase 2 (Walk) 
involves skills application, expert mentoring, and culminates in the Regional 
Competition (Jan-Mar), and Phase 3 (Run) focuses on refining the teams with 
mentors for the TYE Global Competition (Apr-Jun). Sessions incorporate both 
theoretical and practical learning and are conducted both in-person and online. 
Participants are expected to dedicate a commitment of 2–4 hours per week 
throughout the program duration. 

​​  
Who is eligible to participate in TYE and are there any prerequisites? 

​​ The TYE program is specifically designed for high school students, targeting 
those in Grades 9 through 12 or equivalent. There are no specific prerequisites 
mentioned other than being within this age range and being passionate about 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and potentially STEM fields. The program is open 
to students who are ready for a hands-on journey in building a startup and are 
interested in participating in a global pitch competition. 

​​  
What are the key benefits of participating in the TYE program? 

​​ Participating in TYE offers significant benefits for high school students. They 
develop essential skills such as networking management, leadership, and 
practical problem-solving. The program provides a platform to build a real startup 
as part of a team, learn directly from experienced founders and industry experts, 
and connect with dedicated mentors who coach their teams. TYE also helps 
students develop confidence and leadership skills. Alumni of the program join a 
global network of over 1,500 individuals. Many past participants have gone on to 
successfully start their own companies or become entrepreneurial in their 
professional careers, with testimonials highlighting the program's role in meeting 



 

co-founders and preparing for long-term success. The program is described as a 
pivotal and unforgettable experience. 

​​  
Does the TYE program include competitions and what are the potential prizes? 

​​ Yes, competitions are an integral part of the TYE program. Students engage in a 
Business Plan Competition where they develop and present their original 
business plans. The program culminates in a global pitch competition where 
student teams showcase their ideas. There are regional competitions that lead to 
the TYE Global Finals. Teams at the Global Finals compete for over $10,000 in 
cash prizes, potential investment, and various in-kind prizes. Recent Global 
Finals have seen significant prizes awarded, such as $3000 for the winning team 
and notable amounts and special awards for runner-up teams. 

​​  
What is the participation fee and will students receive a certificate? 

​​ The participation fee for the TYE program is stated as $150. Upon successful 
completion of the program, participants will receive a certificate. There are no 
mandatory assignments required for the sessions, and parents are not required 
to accompany their children to the sessions. 
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